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Edited by Clarence W. GJeason, Volkmann School, Boston, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to the 
Mississippi River; Walter Miller, University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., for the 
Southern States; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, la., for the territory west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and Texas. 
This department will present everything that is properly news — occurrences from 
month to month, meetings, changes in faculties, performances of various kinds, etc. 
All news items should be sent to the associate editors named above. 



Ohio 

Oberlin. — Charles N. Cole, professor of Latin in Oberlin College, has been 
made dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and has resigned the leadership 
of the Latin department. His place as head of the department has been 
taken by Louis E. Lord, who has been promoted to the rank of professor. 

Dr. H. H. Armstrong has been appointed instructor in Latin and Greek 
at Oberlin College. 

Michigan 

Detroit Eastern High School. — The Roman Senate of the Detroit Eastern 
High School was organized in February, 191 1, for the purpose of increasing 
the interest of the pupils in their study of the classics. For this reason, any- 
one who is enrolled in a Latin or Greek class, provided he intends to complete 
at least one year's course in either subject and shows the proper attitude 
toward the purpose and work of the society, may be elected to active member- 
ship. Those also are admitted who, though no longer Latin or Greek students, 
have at some time in the past completed a year or more of study in either 
language. Although we boast a total membership of about fifty, we rarely 
have that number present, since we have as yet not been fortunate enough to 
find a time of meeting which would accommodate all. Our officers are eight 
in number, two consuls, two censors, two aediles, and two quaestors. A boy 
and a girl act as colleagues in performing the duties of these magistracies. 
The consuls alternate in presiding over the regular and special meetings of 
the Senate and in arranging the program for each session. The censors have 
charge of the membership roll, keep a record of the acts of the Senate, and 
have general financial oversight. The quaestors are the officers who handle 
the money and aid the censors in collecting dues and fines, while the aediles 
act as assistants of the consuls in preserving order, posting notices, etc. Acting 
with these is the faculty director, who seems to hold a perpetual dictatorship. 

The Senate convenes semimonthly, directly at the close of school. A pro- 
gram is carefully prepared for each meeting, with the aim that it be both 
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entertaining and instructive. Last semester we took up a systematic course 
of study in Roman literature. Although the papers were carefully prepared 
and read by the various senators, we felt that more novelty must be intro- 
duced into our work or the original ethusiasm with which the society was 
greeted would die out. Consequently, we have adopted a new plan for this 
year. The instructive phase of our programs is to be continued by a series 
of talks by the different members, on the subject of Roman private life. Then 
from time to time we hope to present simple original dialogues or exercises 
dealing with incidents of particular interest to the pupil, and written in Latin, 
or, as was the case with the one given at our last meeting, partly in Latin and 
partly in English, in order to insure a better understanding of the content. 
Games likewise will figure largely in our plans. At the last meeting the 
following guessing game met with considerable success. Some ten questions 
were asked, similar to these : " What are men when they are tired ? " " Why did 
our forefathers use a ladder ? " etc. All present were then requested to find 
an answer to each in a Latin word which when spelled would translate some 
one word in the English sentence, but, when pronounced, answered the question. 
Thus, the answer to the first was found to be viri (weary), and to the second 
noster (no stair). 

Our society is still young, just completing its first year of existence, and 
we are sincerely hoping that it will fulfil all the hopes with which it was 
founded. 

Kalamazoo, Western State Normal School. — On October 5 a Classical Club 
was organized by the Latin department of the Western State Normal School, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. The object of the association is to promote greater interest 
in the study of the classics and to study the customs of the Greeks and Romans 
in a different manner than can be done in the short class period. It has been 
planned to have one meeting a month of a strictly literary character and 
another of a social nature. The boys of the Latin classes are planning to give 
an exhibition next spring of the Olympian games on a small scale. Inasmuch 
as there will be an exhibition of the Olympic games at Stockholm, Sweden, 
much interest is expected in the feats of the students. In a short time one of 
Professor Miller's dramatizations from Vergil is to be given. The depart- 
ments of Expression and Domestic Arts will assist in this presentation. That 
the work of the second year Latin may be made more interesting, some of the 
boys of the manual training department are now at work on models of some 
of Caesar's engines of war. 

Illinois 

The University of Illinois. — The Department of Classics along with five 
other departments from the College of Literature and Arts has moved into 
the new and very commodious quarters provided in Lincoln Hall. These 
include three comfortable offices for the exclusive use of the department, three 
lecture-halls and classrooms, one large conference and seminar room, a library 
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which contains the main collections amounting now to about seven thousand 
volumes, and a museum for casts, photographs, and other illustrative material 
which will be fitted up during the coming winter. The expenditure upon this 
museum of something over five hundred dollars a year for the next few years, 
which is provided for according to present plans, will, it is hoped, add greatly 
to the facilities of instruction in the classics. The addition of a complete set 
of wall maps for the classrooms and the purchase this last summer of the full 
sets of a half-dozen periodicals, which were not yet in the library, might also 
be mentioned among the other signs of progress in the cause of classics at this 
university. Mr. Pease is the curator of the Classical Museum. 

Alabama 

Florence, Alabama State Normal School. — Professor Josiah B. Game 
recently resigned the chair of Latin and Greek in the Missouri State Normal 
School, Cape Girardeau, Mo., to accept the chair of Latin in the Alabama 
State Normal College. 

California 

Occidental College. — The Latin department of Occidental College, Los 
Angeles, Cal., on May 26, 191 1, presented the ever-popular comedy, the 
Phormio of Terence, in an English version. The translation was made by 
Dr. William D. Ward, professor of Latin, and was a faithful rendering in racy, 
forceful English of the campus variety. The costumes also were a home pro- 
duction, being made under the direction of Dr. L. R. Higgins, professor of 
Greek. The materials used were chiefly outing flannel, canton flannel, and 
crepe, and cost about thirty dollars. 

One scene was repeated in Latin — the scene in which Dorio, the slave 
dealer, appears. For this the music used was that written for the Harvard 
production of 1894. The repetition of a scene in Latin added much to the 
interest and educational value of the performance. Indeed, the whole play 
was followed with the closest attention and evident appreciation by the large 
audience present. Fortunately the leading parts of Phormio and Geta were 
particularly well rendered and thus contributed largely to the success of the 
undertaking. The scenery was painted on the campus by a local artist. It 
was in close accord with the customary background of the Roman stage and 
was quite satisfactory. Good photographs were secured of several of the 
characters and scenes for future reference. 

Apparently one result of the undertaking has been a large increase in the 
Freshman Latin class of this year. 



